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of Cromwell. In all his speeches was observed a certain
maturity, and, as a contemporary writes, " a horror at all in-
justice and wrong and a transparent love of uprightness
and fair play."
As librarian it was his duty to keep and sign the minutes of
the society, and on the soth December, 1876, this modest
youth was pleased to sign himself, somewhat prematurely,
" E. H. Carson, Q.C., Attorney-General." Altogether, at the
end of his Trinity career, Carson was beginning to find him-
self, and, although his University career was only an ordinary
one, he had won from all his contemporaries who knew him
a deep respect, not so much for his intellect, but for his
character.
Nor did this character show itself always along the paths of
conventional rectitude. Ned Carson was far from being the
model undergraduate. He nearly lost his degree by an out-
burst of high spirits during a state visit to Dublin by the
Duke of Marlborough as Lord Lieutenant. He seated him-
self on a high railing in the precincts of the college, and
threw squibs at the crowd below. <c Come down," shouted
the Rev. Dr. J. H. Jellet, Vice-Provost of Trinity, in a great
rage, " or you'll be rusticated." " I've only a dozen more,"
answered Carson, and did not descend until he had run out
of ammunition. He was summoned before a disciplinary
board of dons for this defiance of authority, but they could
do nothing with him. Dr. Palmer, Carson's own classical
tutor, to whom he was devoted, was a member of the Court,
and feared that his pupil might indeed be rusticated,
6< You really ought to say you're sorry, Mr. Carson," he
said,
" D'you really think I ought to tell that lie ? " was Ned
Carson's retort.
The authorities could not bring themselves to rusticate
him. What could these cultured Irish gentlemen do with so
obstinate and honourable a rebel, except dismiss him with
a severe caution, and burst into laughter as soon as his back
was turned ?
Over in England, in an older University, another under-
graduate, young Asquith of Balliol, was carrying all before